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(1)  STANDARD  PLAYER  CONTRACTS  AND  COLLECTIVE  AGREEMENTS 

Introduction 

The  employer-employee  relationship  in  professional  sports 
leagues  is  relatively  unique.  It  is  a  highly  regulated  relationship 
with  relatively  few  aspects  of  the  relationship  being  subject  to 
individual  amendment  or  negotiation.  The  League  By-Laws  regulate, 
amongst  other  things,  the  allocation,  registration  and  movement  of 
players?  the  Collective  Agreements  lay  down  common  minimum  standards 
of  employment,  benefits  and  procedures;  and  the  Standard  Player 
Contract  is  a  standard  form  document  regulating  most  of  the  basic 
terms  of  the  player's  employment.  The  decision  to  offer  a  contract, 
the  length  of  service,  and  the  quantum  and  form  of  remuneration  are 
the  major  negotiated  items  left  open  by  the  Standard  Player  Contract. 
Under  the  Collective  Agreements  of  most  leagues  the  Standard  Player 
Contract  can  only  be  modified  to  the  benefit  of  the  player. 

Standard  Player  Contract 

The  contents  of  the  Standard  Player  Contract  were  originally 
devised  unilaterally  by  team  management,  and  imposed  detailed 
obligations  on  the  player  while  granting  sweeping  powers  to  the 
club.  These  contracts  were  offered  to  the  player  on  a 
*take-it-or-leave-it*  basis.  However,  with  the  development  of 
collective  bargaining  in  professional  sports,  this  inequality  in 
bargaining  power  has  been  remedied  to  some  extent.  The  Collective 
Agreements  of  the  various  leagues  not  only  prescribe  the  acceptable 
Standard  Form  Contract,  but  also  incorporate  detailed  amendments  to 


